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Why Does the Saguaro
Cactus Have Ribs?

Ribs allow the cactus to expand and contract in
response to the amount of moi. ture it is storing.
The ability to store water is an adaptation that helps
saguaros live in the desert, where they can survive
for several months without rain.
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- Shailow, widespreading roots quickly draw up rainwater, even
after a very short rain. Additional roots, called “rain roots,” grow
- within a few hours of a rainfall to capture even more moisture.
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Does the Barrel Cactus
Contain Water?

Yes. But it is not free-flowing.

The water is stored in special water-storing tissues,
somewhat like a juicy potato. Jackrabbits and other
animals rely on cacti as sources of water
during the driest times of the vear.

In the past, people used the moist
pulp of the barrel cactus as an
emergency source of moisture.
This practice is nat recommended
because certain species may

be toxic to humans.

'__,n,_. A
-
o

Furthermore, the Arizona Mative Plant

Law prohibits collecting or destroving
barrel cactus and other desert plants. Jackrabbit ealing Lhe moist pulp of a barre! coctus
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The tree sheltered the saguaro when it was a seediing.
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The tree acts as a “nurse plant”
for the baby saguaro.

It shelters the cactus from extreme
heat and cold and protects it from
being eaten or trampled by animals.

Birds accidentally drop saguaro
seeds as they feed the fruit

to their young.
Some seeds germinate and begin

fo grow,
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Studies suggest thai the saguaro
will evenituaily cause the tree to die.
The saguaro’s shallow roots will extract
most of the rainwater before it can

reach the tree’s roots.
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Does the Cholla Cactus Really Jump?

*
el

y '1;‘,_. b
T AN G A
- - S . & 2L
e R T
RN -_"'EEA
FENEYIE I TixEe

Fallen stems that take root
are genetically identical to
the parent plant.

No, but it may seem like it does!

The jointed stems of the cholla (CHOY-uh) cactus
are loosely attached to the plant. The slightest
disturbance can detach them. Barbed spines on
the stems attach to animals that brush against the
cactus. Fallen stems often take root and grow
into new plants.

Cho s are carried to new places
by a 3 to passing animals, such

or sometimes YOU!

JHE 4 teddy bear cholla
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http://kamemushi01.at.webry.info/201408/img1_9.140752741212631350225.html
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Opuntla sulphurea

Opuntia santa-rita Opuntia macrocentra



